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Now therefore fear the LORD, 
and serve him in sincerity and 
in truth: and put away the gods 
which your fathers served on 
the other side of the flood, and 
in Egypt; and serve ye the 
LORD. And if it seem evil unto 
you to serve the LORD, choose 
you this day whom ye will 
serve; whether the gods which 
your fathers served that were 
on the other side of the flood, 
or the gods of the Amorites, in 
whose land ye dwell: but as for 
me and my house, we will 
serve the LORD. - Joshua 24:14-
15 KJV  

It is incredible how quickly the 
last decade has passed! Time 
what an empty vapor tis. We 
have observed many changes 
in our nation and families. We 
witnessed the tragic events of 
September 11th, a war on ter-
rorism, and have experienced 
both economic prosperity and 
distress. The list of secular 
events is indeed large.  

 

What have you experienced in 
your spiritual life over the last 
decade? Perhaps you united 
with the church, were baptized 
and made the commitment to 
deny yourself, take up your 
cross and follow Jesus. Possibly 
you are a seasoned servant 
of the Most High God and 
have grown closer in your 
fellowship with Him. Either 
situation is very commendable.  

 

Maybe you have grown com-
placent in your worship of the 
Lord. Have you followed the 
way of the Laodiceans and are 
now lukewarm? Have you 
taken your affections off of 
things on high and placed 
them on things below? Per-
haps worship has been re-
placed with entertainment and 
fellowship has been traded for 
worldly pursuits.  

 

Wherever we are in our walk 
with the Lord, we should heed 
Joshua's admonition to the 
children of Israel. They had 
inherited the promised land 
and were given a season of 
rest from their enemies. God's 
chosen people were in the 
midst of time of peace and 
prosperity.  They had all that 
they needed materially and 
were relishing in God's bless-
ings. It was in this context that 
Joshua encouraged a renewed 
commitment in the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  

A New Commitment for a New Decade 

January 2010 

Are you ready for the new year?  

Be Ye Not as the Horse...  

 ¢ƘŜ άhorseέ ŀƴŘ άmuleέ Ƴǳǎǘ 
ōŜ ŦƻǊŎƛōƭȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ άwith bit 
and bridleέΤ ŜƭǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƻŦ 
little benefit and might even 
aggressively turn on the han-
ŘƭŜǊΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŜȄƘƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ άBe 
ye not as the horse, or as the 
muleέΤ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΣ άBe ye notέ ƛǊǊŀπ
tional and rebellious, but use 
our intellect and wisdom to 
obediently serve the Lord.  

¢ƘƻǎŜ άwhose transgression is 
forgiven, whose sin is coveredέ 
ŀƴŘ άwhom the LORD imputeth 
not iniquityέ όtǎŀƭƳ онΥм-2) 
ought to be anxiously submis-
sive to the Lord, not rebellious 
άas the horse, or as the muleέΗ  

Your Brother in Christ, 

J.C. Stanaland 

www.ftwaynepbc.org 

Psalms 32:9  

 Be ye not as the horse, or 

as the mule, which have 

no understanding: 

whose mouth must be 

held in with bit and 

bridle, lest they come 

near unto thee.  

Contd. on page 2 



This is an admonition that is worthy of our 
consideration as we enter into the new 
year.  

First, Joshua admonished the children to 
fear the Lord. This was not a cowering, 
paralyzing trepidation of the Most High. It 
was a reverential fear. God's people are 
commanded to respect, honor, and stand 
in awe of the Lord. God is not simply 'the 
man upstairs' of 'the big guy' that we pal 
around with. He is the Sovereign Ruler of 
all who deserves our utmost respect and 
reverence. David writes in Psalms 111:9 
ǘƘŀǘΣ άIŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛƻƴ ǳƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΥ 
he hath commanded his covenant for ever: 
Ƙƻƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾŜǊŜƴŘ ƛǎ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜΦέ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ 
have the utmost respect for the One who 
sits upon the throne of Heaven. He has 
saved us from our sins and we are com-
manded to honor Him in every aspect of 
life.  

Joshua also commanded the people to 
serve the Lord in sincerity. Biblical sincerity 
is synonymous with perfection or com-
pleteness. In the Old Testament sacrificial 
system, only lambs without spot and blem-
ish were to be given as offerings to God. 
The best was reserved for the Lord. Our 
present day worship should be likewise. Do 
we follow this standard in the context of 
public worship? Does God get your best 
when you enter into His house? Have you 
prepared for public worship through pri-
vate study and prayer throughout the 
week? Have you been diligent to ask God 
to bless the minister to preach the gospel? 
Is your mind sufficiently rested enough to 
attend to the message being spoken? Are 
you prepared to receive the word of God 
and if needed, make necessary changes in 
you life?  Is the service of God at the fore-
front of you life? This is the heart of biblical 
sincerity.  

The children of Israel were also instructed 
to serve the Lord in truth. Over the past 
decade much effort has been made to di-
lute and eradicate the truth. We are living 
in a post-modern culture that oftentimes 
views the truth in a negative light. In reli-
gious circles, many have sacrificed the 
truth for ecumenical peace. Joshua under-
stood that truth was an essential compo-

nent to the survival of Israel. It is just as 
essential to God's people today.    

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘ WŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ ά¢Ƙǳǎ ǎŀƛǘƘ 
the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, 
and ask for the old paths, where is the 
good way, and walk therein, and ye shall 
find rest for your souls (Jeremiah 6:16). The 
people did not heed this admonition during 
Joshua and Jeremiah's time and suffered 
the judgment of God. We should not ex-
pect anything less if we fail to uphold the 
standard of biblical truth. May we seek and 
strive for the old paths of bible truth as we 
begin a new decade. 

 

Finally, Joshua admonishes Israel to turn 
from idols. Modern day idols include any-
thing that distracts us from our service to 
God. The past decade has brought about an 
unprecedented amount of distractions. 
How much time is wasted playing on the 
computer or video game systems? How 
many hours are dedicated to social net-
working, listening to secular music and 
catching up on the latest sitcom? Many of 
these pursuits are permissible in modera-
tion. God has blessed men with the ability 
to create such things for our enjoyment 
and convenience. Idolatry occurs when  the 
time spent on distractions is greater that 
our time spent In Biblical, God-honoring 
pursuits. During the new year may we com-
mit ourselves to wasting less time on vain 
distractions and spend more time in God's 
word and service. 

 

Just as Israel of old, we have a choice in 
how we serve the Lord. Obviously, one 
must be born of the Spirit to desire spiri-
tual things. This challenge is to those who 
are regenerated. How are you going to 
spend the next year and decade? Wherever 
we are in our walk with the Lord, we all 
have room for improvement. We have ALL 
fallen short of God's standard. May we 
rightly fear the Heavenly Father and serve 
Him in sincerity and truth. Joshua made the 
commitment that he and his house were 
going to serve the Lord, regardless of the 
circumstances of life. This truth was ech-
oed during the reign of Solomon when the 

[ƻǊŘ ŜȄŎƭŀƛƳŜŘΣ άLŦ Ƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ 
called by my name, shall humble them-
selves, and pray, and seek my face, and 
turn from their wicked ways; then will I 
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, 
and will heal their land (2 Chronicles 7:14). 

 

The next decade has the potential to be the 
greatest for the church of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. God is able to bring unprecedented 
revival to His people. He is the same God 
that poured out blessings and added to the 
church during the time of Acts. We have 
numerous biblical and historical examples 
of God blessing his people with revival 
when they seek His face. What will you 
choose for 2010 and beyond? 

Michael Green, Jr. is pastor of Fort Wayne 
Primitive Baptist Church in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana. Pastor Green can be contacted at 
(260) 446-1944 or via email at pas-
tor@ftwaynepbc.org. 

 

Verses to consider: 

2 Chronicles 7:14 

Jeremiah 6:16 

Joshua 24:14-15 

 

New Committment Contd.  
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òThe next decade has the 

potential to be the greatest for 

the church of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. God is able to bring 

unprecedented revival to His 

people.ó  



1. In how many days did God create the earth?      
   A. 7 B. 8 C. 6 D. 40 

2. Noah was in the ark for about how long?       
   A. 40 Days B. about a year  C. about 20 years D. 7 days 

3. Jesus was in the tomb for:         
   A. 3 days B. 4 days C. 100 days D. 200 days 

4. Animals went into the ark:         
   A. 2 by 2 B. 4 by 4 C. 3 by 3 D. 10 by 10 

5. The number of the plagues of Egypt:       
   A. 2 B. 1 C. 20 D. 10 

6. The number of apostles that followed Jesus:       
   A. 1 B. 2 C. 12 D. 144,000 

7. The number of days that it rained during the flood:       
   A. 7 B. 40 C. 6 D. 144,000 

8. The number of gospel accounts:      
   A. 12 B. 5 C. 3 D. 4 

9. The number of tribes of the children of Israel:    
   A. 12 B. 5 C. 3 D. 4 

Dear Ones, 

  

This week I encourage you to let your 
Christianity shine; not in an offensive way, 
but obviously Christian.  As you well know, 
there is an ongoing effort to remove all 
Christianity from common use.  The Ten 
Commandments are restricted from public 
display. WŜǎǳǎΩ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ōŀƴƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴŀƴȅ 
public prayers.  Recently, in reading an 
internet article of some writings which 
were found on clay tablets and which are 
thought to be some of the writings from 
David, king of Israel , the date assigned to 
them was B.C.E, instead of B.C.  Evidently, 
this B.C.E. is so new, they had to explain it 
in the article.  It means Before Common 
Era.  ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ C!/¢ 

which all of the world has acknowledged 
for two thousand years in using B.C. and 
A.D.!  ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
Christian.  And, in the minds of many, 
Christianity needs to be on the shelf, cov-
ered up, and out of sight.  Our omniscient 
Lord knew this was coming when He said, 
άLet your light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heavenΦέ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ 
5:16)  Christ, and Christ alone, is the way, 
the truth, and the life.  And He said of this 
ǘǊǳǘƘΣ άno man cometh unto the Father, but 
by meΦέ  (John 14:6)  All others are counter-
feits.  We let the light He has given us shine 
forth by doing what He has com-
manded.  We should not cover this light, 
but LET IT BE SEEN!  And, in any peaceable 
way we can, we should not allow others to 

keep us from letting our light shine: in big 
matters and in small ones.  So, as for me 
ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ .Φ/ΦΣ ƴƻǘ .Φ/Φ9Φ  And, 
ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǇǊŀȅ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƴŀƳŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ 
άthere is none other name given under 
heaven among men whereby we must be 
savedΦέ  (See Acts 4:12).  I know B.C. is not 
a biblical expression, but acknowledging 
Jesus Christ, is!  May God bless you to feel 
the power of His presence and the security 
of His ability to keep us. 

 In the love of Christ, 

Elder Clayton Nowell 

Piney Grove PB Church 

Headland, Alabama 

 

Significant Numbers  

Food For Thought  
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He hath shewed thee, O man, what 
is good; and what doth the LORD 
require of thee, but to do justly, 
and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God? - (Micah 6:8 
KJV) 

Humility Defined 
 
Hebrew: tsana` - to be humble, be 
modest, be lowly; to show humility 
 
Greek: ǘŀǇŜƛƴƻǇƘǊƻǎȅƴŢ - the hav-
ing a humble opinion of one's self; 
a deep sense of one's (moral) little-
ness; modesty, humility, lowliness 
of mind 
 

Verses to Consider 
 
When pride cometh, then cometh 
shame: but with the lowly is wis-
dom. - (Proverbs 11:2 KJV) 

Likewise, ye younger, submit your-
selves unto the elder. Yea, all of 
you be subject one to another, and 
be clothed with humility: for God 
resisteth the proud, and giveth 
grace to the humble. - (1 Peter 5:5 
KJV) 

Humble yourselves in the sight of 
the Lord, and he shall lift you up. - 
(James 4:10 KJV) 

Ephesians 4:2; Philippians 2:3, Co-

lossians 2:18; Colossians 3:12 

Quotes 

Humility is making a right estimate 
ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǎŜƭŦ ς C.H. Spurgeon  

A man wrapped up in himself 
makes a very small bundle. - Benja-
min Franklin 

Questions to Ponder: 

How do you define humbleness? 

How do I exhibit Humility in my 
daily life?  

What can I do to develop a better 
attitude of humility? 

Humility 
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1. Routinely confess your sin to God.  (Luke 18:9 -14) All of us sin and fall short of the glory of God. However, too few of 

us have a routine practice of rigorous self-honesty examination. Weekly, even daily, review of our heart and behavior, cou-

pled with confession to God, is an essential practice of humility. 

2. Acknowledge your sin to others.  (James 3:2, James 5:16) Humility before God is not complete unless there is also 

humility before man. A true test of our willingness to humble ourselves is being willing to share with others the weaknesses 

we confess to God. Wisdom, however, dictates that we do so with others that we trust. 

3. Take wrong patiently.  (1 Peter 3:8 -17) This has been a difficult one for me. When something is unjust I want to react 

and rectify it. However, patiently responding to the unjust accusations and actions of others demonstrates our strength of 

godly character and provides an opportunity to put on humility. 

4. Actively submit to authorityéthe good and the bad! (1 Peter 2:18) Our culture does not value submission; rather it 

promotes individualism. How purposely and actively do you work on submission to those whom God has placed as authori-

ties in your life? Doing so is a good way to humble yourself. 

5. Receive correction and feedback from others graciously. (Proverbs 10:17, 12:1) In the Phoenix area, a local East 

valley pastor was noted for graciously receiving any negative feedback or correction offered. He would simply say "thank 

you for caring enough to share that with me, I will pray about it and get back to you." Look for the kernel of truth in what 

people offer you, even if it comes from a dubious source. Always pray, "Lord, what are you trying to show me through 

this?" 

Ten Ways to Humble Yourself  

Contd. on page 6 



Drinking From My Saucer  

Internet Broadcast  

I'm drinking from my saucer,  
'Cause my cup has overflowed. 

 
I remember times when things 

went wrong, 
My faith wore somewhat thin.  
But all at once the dark clouds 

broke, 
and the sun peeped through 

again. 
 

So LORD, help me not to gripe,  
about the tough rows I have 

hoed. 
I'm drinking from my saucer,  

'Cause my cup has overflowed. 
 

If GOD gives me strength and 
courage, 

When the way grows steep and 

rough. 
I'll not ask for other blessings, 
I'm already Blessed enough.  

 
And may I never be too busy,  

to help others bear their loads.. 
Then I'll keep drinking from my 

saucer, 
'Cause my cup has overflowed. 

 
When I think of how many peo-
ple in this world have it worse 

than I do, I realize just 
how BLESSED we really are. 

I've never made a fortune, and 
it's probably too late now. 

But I don't worry about that 
much, I'm happy anyhow 

And as I go along life's way, 
I'm reaping better than I 

sowed. 
I'm drinking from my saucer,  

'Cause my cup has overflowed. 
 

Haven't got a lot of riches,  
and sometimes the going's 

tough 
But I've got loving ones all 

around me, 
and that makes me rich 

enough. 
I thank GOD for his Blessings, 

and the Mercies 
He's bestowed.  

 

Listen to the Banner of Grace Online live at the above time or anytime via 

Internet at www.ftwaynepbc.org. 
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Fort Wayne Primitive Baptist Church 

2010 Semi-Annual Meeting 

April 17-18 2010 

Services will be held Saturday morning @ 10:30 with lunch and afternoon 

services following. Worship will continue Sunday morning at 10:30. Elder 

Ben Winslett from Huntsville, AL is the invited minister. We invite you to 

come and worship with us! 

 

206 Nuttman Avenue 

Ft Wayne, IN 46809 

FORT WAYNE PRIMIT IVE BAPTIST CHURCH  

socialize upward. Resist the tempta-

tion of being partial to those with 

status or wealth. 

8. Choose to serve others. (Philippians 

1:1, 2 Corinthians 4:5, Matthew 23:11) 

When we serve others, we are serving 

DƻŘΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ 5ƻƛƴƎ ǎƻ 

reduces our focus on ourselves and 

builds the Kingdom of God instead of 

the Kingdom of self. When serving an-

other costs us nothing, we should 

question whether or not it is really 

servanthood. 

 

6. Accept a lowly place. (Proverbs 

25:6,7) If you find yourself wanting to 

sit at the head table, wanting others to 

recognize your contribution or become 

offended when others are honored or 

chosen, then pride is present. Purpose 

to support others being recognized, 

rather than you. Accept and look for 

the lowly place; it is the place of humil-

ity. 

7. Purposely associate with people of 

lower state than you. (Luke 7:36-39) 

Jesus was derided by the Pharisees for 

socializing with the poor and those of 

lowly state. Our culture is very status 

conscious and people naturally want to 

9. Be quick to forgive. (Matthew 18: 

21-35) Forgiveness is possibly one of 

the greatest acts of humility we can 

do. To forgive is to acknowledge a 

wrong that has been done us and also 

to further release our right of repay-

ment for the wrong. Forgiveness is 

denial of self. Forgiveness is not insist-

ing on our way and our justice. 

10. Cultivate a grateful heart. (1 Thes-
salonians 5:18) The more we develop 
an attitude of gratitude for the gift of 
salvation and life He has given us, the 
more true our perspective of self. A 
grateful heart is a humble heart. 

Ten Ways Continued...  

Michael D. Green, Jr.ñPastor 

Phone: 260-446-1944 

Web: www.ftwaynepbc.org 

E-mail: pastor@ftwaynepbc.org 

Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ the same 

yesterday, and to day, and for ever. 

Weõre on the Web 

www.ftwaynepbc.org 


